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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

We can look forward to some sensational presentations in the months to come; don’t forget to update 

your calendar! 

 25 April 2015 is the dedication of the SDGS books and materials to the SD Public Library; all 

are welcome. 

 Our Fall Seminar with Maureen Taylor, the Photo Detective, is 5 September 2015. 

 Genealogy Day, a collaboration between SDGS and the SD History Center, with Ce Ce Moore, 

the Genetic Genealogist, is 10 October 2015. 

 Our Annual Meeting, celebrating our Seventieth Anniversary, with speaker John Philip Colletta, 

Ph.D. is 10 January 2016. 

These special dates are of course in addition to the great monthly meeting speakers and SIG groups 

listed below and on our calendar of events. Check out the calendar at our website, http://casdgs.org/. 

The Nominating Committee has been formed and charged with filling those positions that have termed 

out during 2015. In addition, we await the possible merger of the Computer Genealogy Society of San 

Diego with SDGS so that, if successful, a combined board of directors can be formed. 

I have been in contact with e3 Civic High School, the charter high school located within the SD Public 

Library, and we will be planning an Introduction to Genealogy class and research speakers for their 

2016 school year. We anticipate a project from interested students who will then be eligible to apply for 
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our $500 scholarship. The director of the school states that this offer of assistance from the SDGS fits 

right in with their project-based curriculum. 

Our SD Genealogical Council keeps growing with every meeting. We have added the Mission Valley 

FamilySearch Library, Congress of History of San Diego and Imperial Counties, and Genealogy of 

Early San Diego Families. The regional council meets every other month to share information and 

events. Some of the Council societies may be participating in the Genealogy Day in October with 

educational projects and displays exhibited in the History Center atrium. 

Looking forward to all the great speakers we have lined up for our monthly meetings. Thank you to 

Linda Brady, Vice President-Programs. 

 

I would like to especially invite all past presidents and librarians of the San Diego Genealogical Society 

to the dedication of the Society’s books and materials to the San Diego Public Library, Saturday 25 April. 

The public event will begin with refreshments at 11am on the patio of the ninth floor, immediately 

followed by a tour of the 9th floor and the plaque dedication. 

If you plan to attend, please send an RSVP to me, Diane Lott, at your earliest convenience. 

There will be a trolley caravan, flyer below. If you drive, two hour free parking with validation is 

available at the library with additional Ace parking immediately across the street. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES: 

See the website, http://casdgs.org/, for information on all SDGS events. 

MONTHLY GENEALOGY CLASSES 

Genealogy Classes will meet March through October in 2015 and will be held at 9am in the classrooms 

one flight above the meeting hall before each monthly meeting. Please email your intention to attend to 

sdgsclasses@gmail.com. 

11 April Tackling Your Brick Walls Del Ritchhart 

9 May Computer Resources for Genealogy Peter Steelquist 

13 June Land, Lots of Land – Everyone Wants Some Anna Acosta 

11 July Using Social Media for Genealogy Diane Hall 

8 August Genealogy on Your Mac Anne Alves 

♦♦♦♦♦ 

APRIL 2015 MONTHLY MEETING 

Join the SDGS as Dave Tooley presents “The Photograph Record of the US Civil War – My 45 year 

fascination with this visual record.” 
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During the 1950’s, Dave Tooley acquired an interest in taking black and white photographs.  Something 

must have clicked when he saw some of the photographs of the US Civil War, since it led him to an 

ongoing fascination with the war and its photographs.  Dave will present photographs of the battlefields 

and towns he visited back east as well as his visit to the Library of Congress almost 20 years ago. 

Tim O'Sullivan, one of the photographers and one widely known for his photography work related to the 

American Civil War, had worked for Mathew Brady and later for Alexander Gardner, who also took 

many memorable images during the War. Many other photographers will be mentioned; their work is 

memorable but often overlooked. 

Dave Tooley was born in the Welsh coastal town of Porthcawl and emigrated with his parents to the 

U.S. in 1948, settling in West Allis, Wisconsin. Dave moved to San Diego in 1960. He joined the San 

Diego Civil War Roundtable in 1986 and has visited multiple battlefields throughout the East. 

♦♦♦♦♦ 

2015 MONTHLY MEETING SCHEDULE 

SDGS has lined up some great speakers for the 2015 Monthly Meetings; don’t miss out! 

9 May Nancy Loe Coming to America: Castle Garden, Ellis Island, and 

Immigrant Ancestors 

13 June Hal Horrocks  

11 July Ice Cream Social with Randy Seaver 

 Discovering Your New York Ancestors AND 

 The Best Ten FREE Genealogy Websites 

8 August Ron Arons Understanding Our Families, Understanding Ourselves AND 

 What’s in a Name? Trouble 

5 September Maureen Taylor Fall Seminar 

 Identifying and Dating Family Photographs; Preserving Family 

Photographs – 1839 to the Present; Buns, Beards, Bodices, and 

Bustles: Understanding Ancestors Through Clothing; The 

Perfect P.O.P.: Photo Organizing Plan 

10 October TBA 

14 November Judy Brooks Researching Scottish Ancestors AND 

 High Road or Low Road – How and Why the Scots Migrated 

♦♦♦♦♦ 

APRIL WEBINAR WATCH 

Join us for our April Webinar Watch! 



The Southern California Genealogical Society will host Dr. Michael D. Lacopo, who will present 

“Incorporating Social History into your Genealogical Research” at 6pm on Wednesday, 15 April 2015. 

Many know Dr. Lacopo from his highly informative and entertaining blog, Hoosier Daddy, 

http://roots4u.blogspot.com/. 

Go to the Southern California Genealogical Society website, http://tinyurl.com/mna34ln, and click on 

the title of Dr. Lacopo’s webinar. A new window will open up, fill in the form, and click on Register; 

you should receive an immediate email confirmation of your registration as well as follow up emails. 

Contact sdgs.webinars@gmail.com if you have any issues. 

The following information comes from the SCGS website: 

“Family history should be more than names and dates. What motivated our ancestors? Why did they 

migrate? Who did they interact with? How do social customs of another era affect our research? Social 

history and its bearing on genealogical research will be covered and a discussion on why it is so 

necessary to bringing our ancestors to life. 

Dr. Michael D. Lacopo is a retired small-animal veterinarian born and raised in northern Indiana. He 

takes a scientific approach to his research as he does to his profession. Researching since 1980, he has 

lectured internationally and written for numerous periodicals and journals. A self-described “all-

American mutt,” his research skills cover a broad range.” 

♦♦♦♦♦ 

GENEALOGY DAY 2015 

Save the date, 10 October 2015! 

The History Center and the San Diego Genealogical Society will present a half-day family history 

seminar with Ce Ce Moore as our keynote. With only two-hundred attendees, this will be a HOT ticket! 

Keep an eye on the newsletter and website for further updates. 

♦♦♦♦♦ 

SALT LAKE CITY, NOVEMBER 2015 

Join members of the SDGS as we take Family History on the Road! Our next Salt Lake City Family 

History adventure will be 15 to 22 November 2015. Contact Gloria Osborn, globob31@gmail.com, for 

more information and see the attached flyer. 

 

MEMBER QUERIES 

Every month we will publish the queries that were posted at the previous monthly meeting.. Please be 

sure to include name, contact information, and your query. 

 ALBRO—JENKS 
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Looking for ancestors of Sarah (Sally) Albro, born circa 1793 Newport, Rhode Island; married circa 

1819 to Alfred Jenks, Rhode Island; moved to Bridesburg, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

mstead2@cox.net 

 

 CONEWAGO COLONY 

Please contact me with any information on Conewago Colony group migration jefflott01@cox.net 

 

 CROSBY 

William Crosby born 1738 England, lived Pendleton Courthouse Township, South Carolina, need 1st 

wife, remarried 10 February 1820, died 1821 cozbyTexr@cox.net 

 

 DITMARSEN—VAN DITMARSEN—VAN LIEW 

Dutch ancestors, New York-New Jersey, 1600-1700 rogerlisa5452@att.net 

 

 FENNER—TILLINGHAST 

Looking for Fenner and Tillinghast descendants mstead2@cox.net 

 

 GRIFFITH 

Evan Griffith, Dolgelly, Wales, died 1711, married to Mary (Ellis?), parent to Humphrey Griffith 

who immigrated to USA from Dolgelly, Wales; Mary died in Wales circa 1801 and Evan died in 

Wales circa 1811; Humphrey was an early capitalist in Indianapolis, Indiana sdrosemary@cox.net 

 

 INNES 

1-Rev Robert Innes, circa 1688 to 1750, (Tamlaghtard) Magilligan, Northern Ireland 

sdrosemary@cox.net 

 

2-“to bridge” from Magilligan, Northern Ireland circa 1688 back to north-eastern Scotland; Inneses 

of Blairton and Benwall? sdrosemary@cox.net 

 

 LOOKER 

Looker, New Jersey, 1740-1760 arms2@cox.net 

 

 NEW YORK-NEW JERSEY 

Please contact me with any Dutch in New York-New Jersey, 1600s jefflott01@cox.net 

 

 O’FAY 

Brickwall: Mary Ellen O’Fay, Detroit Michigan; mother Nancy Monk and Father? lsdldy@att.net 

 

 PLEASANT 

Portuguese Azorean, Marie Pleasant seekgene@aol.com 

 
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MARCH 2015 MONTHLY MEETING SKETCH 

by Randy Seaver 

MEATBALLS AND SAUERKRAUT with Toni Perrone 

Toni Perrone provided information about Italian and German genealogical research at the SDGS 

meeting on Saturday, 14 March. She shared her wealth of experience in researching these ancestries and 

the crowd enjoyed her presentations. 

In the first talk titled “Italian Genealogical Research,” Toni asked the attendees how many had Italian 

ancestry and a small percentage raised their hands. She went through the recommended stages of 

research: ask the family for stories , documents and photos; find American records of the immigrants of 

the home place in Italy (vital, church, census, passenger lists, naturalization, probate, and newspapers); 

and research in Italy through records available online or in the LDS Family History Library. She also 

highlighted the local Italian genealogical societies around the country, since there is no national 

organization. 

During the discussion about migration from Italy, Toni noted that northern Italians did not migrate as 

often as southern Italians, and that the migrants came mainly into New York and New Orleans. The peak 

years of migration to the USA were 1887 to 1915. There were often “chain migrations,” where one man 

would come, get work, and send money back to Italy for his family (spouse, children, siblings, parents) 

to migrate also. Recent migrants settled in Italian enclaves in large cities. Many worked on the railroads. 

Some came over, made some money, and went back to Italy; some immigrants repeated this several 

times. Researchers should use the Steve Morse One-Step Webpages, http://stevemorse.org/, to search the 

immigration records by surname, immigration year, and home place. 

The handout for this presentation is in the Members Only section of the SDGS website, 

http://casdgs.org, and has lists of record, book, and microfilm information. 

Toni's second presentation was “Researching Your German Ancestors.” She asked the question “how 

many of you have German ancestors” and many attendees raised their hands. The first set of slides were 

maps of Germany from 1871 when the German empire was formed, with Prussia in the north, and 

Bavaria in the south. Before 1871, there were many small German-speaking states in what is now 

Germany, each with their own rulers and record sets. After World War I, the Weimar Republic was 

smaller because land was taken by other countries as a result of the war. 

Immigration from the German speaking states occurred from 1700 on, with many of the immigrants to 

the USA coming mainly from the Rhine Palatinate and Baden-Wurttemburg. Rivers in Germany were 

important transportation routes—going “down the Rhine” meant to travel north to ports at Antwerp and 

Rotterdam.  In the north, the ports of Bremen and Hamburg were used. 

Toni recommended using an atlas for Germanic genealogy by Ernest Thode, Hans Bahlow's German 

surname directory, and the German telephone books, http://www.dastelefonbuch.de/, for the origin of 

surnames to determine their distribution. Again, the Steve Morse One-Step Webpages, 

http://stevemorse.org/, should be used to find immigration records. 
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Research in the German language records in person in Germany, at the FHL or on FHL microfilms, or 

online requires that you understand the abbreviations used, in German of course, for different terms so 

that you can read entries in civil registers, church registers, and books. Toni reviewed some examples of 

how to “read” information in a number of other record books. The books are listed in Toni's handout 

found on the Members Only page on the SDGS website, http://casdgs.org. 

Toni also discussed the Immigrant Genealogical Society Library located at 1310 West Magnolia 

Boulevard in Burbank, California, that she helped found in the early 1980s. The library is chock full of 

record books and is staffed during opening hours by herself and other volunteers. The library website is 

www.immigrantgensoc.org. You should check the website for the open hours. During the 2015 SCGS 

Genealogy Jamboree in Burbank, the library will be staffed on Sunday, 7 June for research and 

consultations. 

 

ESCONDIDO ANNUAL FAMILY HISTORY FAIR 

by Cindy Teysko 

On Saturday, 7 March 2015, the Escondido Family History Center presented the Annual Family History 

Fair. This year’s theme was “Every family has a story. Come find yours!” 

The venue, the Escondido Stake of the LDS Church, was perfect for a day-long event. It was simple to 

navigate with multiple presentation rooms, enough chairs for all, and functional computers for 

PowerPoint slides. The large and comfortable Chapel served as the starting point where one of my 

favorite online genealogists, Crista Cowan of Ancestry.com, gave the keynote speech. 

I am a big fan of Crista’s YouTube videos and try to catch her livestreams as often as I can. Her address 

was encouraging, sometimes humorous, as she shared stories she has found during her research. An 

example that made us scratch our heads with wonder was the gravestone with birth 1833 and death 

1948. Try explaining that! 

Crista brought our common goal of telling our family stories into focus as she pulled the names, dates, 

and places on her pedigree chart together with contemporary history, local disasters, and political 

changes. Crista went on to make hourly presentations the rest of the day to augment the many classes 

throughout the building. 

Beside Crista, there were a total of twenty-one 50-minute classes provided on the hour. At noon, those 

who purchased a box lunch in advance had the option of eating outside or in the Cultural Hall. (The 

roast beef sandwich was very good!). 

The Cultural Hall (exhibit hall) included booths representing Scottish and Hispanic research, the 

Computer Genealogy Society, Sons of the American Revolution, and others. An interesting addition was 

a “TV lounge” set up to run videos from the Rootstech 2015 conference in Salt Lake City. After lunch, I 

relaxed on one of the comfy couches and enjoyed D. Joshua Taylor on video. 

There were classes for beginners as well as seasoned searchers. One of my favorites was “Need 

Direction? Try City Directories” by Jean Wilcox Hibben. Here I learned that the fold3 website has city 
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directories. Who knew? Then there was “Fun with…Citing Sources,” which I did not attend as I was 

already having enough fun. 

It is always a good time when genealogists get together and the Escondido Family History Fair 2015 

was no exception. 

 

SOFTWARE USERS GROUPS 

by Anne Alves 

WE WANT YOU!!! 

Do you use commercial software to manage your genealogical data? If you do, WE WANT YOU to join 

one of our Software Users Groups. Meet with like-minded folks once a month to learn the ins and outs 

of, and get the most from, your chosen software. 

SDGS offers users groups for some of the most popular genealogy software including Family Tree 

Maker (PC and Mac), Roots Magic, and Reunion (for Mac). 

You'll find the Family Tree Maker (PC and Mac) Users Group, moderated by Dave Tooley, meeting 

on the first Saturday each month and the Roots Magic Users Group, moderated by Chris Christensen, 

meeting on the fourth Saturday each month. Both groups meet from 10:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. at the 

Family History Center in Mission Valley, 4195 Camino del Rio South. 

I moderate the Reunion Users Group and we meet on the first Tuesday each month from noon until 2 

p.m. at the Scripps Ranch Library, Seminar Room, 10301 Scripps Lake Drive. 

Currently, we do not have a Legacy Users Group. Our Legacy users have been welcomed by the Legacy 

Users Group at the North San Diego County Genealogical Society in Carlsbad (2nd Friday each month 

from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the Georgina Cole Library, Community Room, 1250 Carlsbad Village 

Drive). If any of you Legacy users would like to step up to be the facilitator for our group, I'd love to 

discuss it with you. Anyone? 

All skill levels welcome. SDGS Membership not required. If you have any questions, contact the 

moderator. Join us! 

 

BEGINNING GENEALOGY CLASS 

Our next “Introduction to Genealogy Workshop” will be held 9 June from 1:00-3:00 at the Allied 

Gardens/Benjamin Branch Library located at 5188 Zion Ave. Peter Steelquist will be the instructor. The 

workshop is open to the general public so please spread the word! Reservations are not required; 

however planning the correct number of handouts is easier if we hear from you. Email your plans to 

attend at sdgsclasses@gmail.com. 

“Introduction to Genealogy Workshops” are held at different locations around San Diego County. In 

January, Del Ritchhart had a large, enthusiastic group attend a workshop at the Central Library. Topics 

covered in all workshops include How to Get Started, Census Records, Helpful Forms & Charts, Online 
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Research, Identifying Resources, Popular Software Programs, Tips for Getting Organized, and more! 

Handouts are provided. Hope to see you there! 

Keep an eye on the SDGS website Calendar of Events for future workshops. We would be happy to 

bring one to your neighborhood! Just let us know! 

 

 



ROOTSTECH 2015: A PHOTO RECAP 

by J. Paul Hawthorne 

This was the third time for me to attend the largest genealogy 

conference in North America, RootsTech. This was a special year 

as they invited the Federation of Genealogical Societies to host 

their conference at the same time and place, so it was a whopper of 

a conference! 

RootsTech is a perfect 

blend of genealogy and 

technology learning under 

one roof. There are classes 

throughout each of the 

three days and a huge 

vendor hall with the latest 

in genealogy technology. 

The hall is a great place to 

meet new people and ask 

specific questions 

concerning new software. 

I get three things from 

RootsTech each time I 

visit: 1 – Learning from 

the top genealogists in the 

world; 2 – Meeting new 

people and sharing 

information; 3 – Having 

fun. Yes, I go there to have 

fun, because learning 

genealogy and meeting 

people that love it too is 

fun! There is one more 

plus too, having the largest 

genealogy library in the 

U.S. practically across the 

street! The Family History 

Library has been called the 

Mecca for genealogists, 

and rightly so. If you plan 

on going, and I hope you 

do, make plans to spend a 

couple of extra days just to 

research in the massive 

FHL. 



 

NOTES FROM THE MARCH WEBINAR WATCH 

by Bill Zeigler 

Claire V. Brisson-Banks provided a great overview of resources that can be used to verify your 

ancestors that have not been as forthcoming as possible—your Brick Walls. This webinar, hosted by the 

Florida State Genealogical Society, was held 19 March at 5pm PDT and lasted a little over one hour. In 

the hour talk, she began with some of the reasons for a lack of records (destruction through natural and 

civil processes) and the oft-repeated refrain of “names can be misspelled.” She then presented a long list 

of possible substitutes for missing records and her own examples of them. 

Many ideas percolated up from the depths of my psyche as I listened to her list of records and began to 

think of my own “missing links.” My dad’s sister was married in Yuma, Arizona, an area that she 

identified as a Gretna Green site—an area where under-age youths or folks without permission from 

their families or communities could get married—you know, Las Vegas (where an uncle got married)! 

But I could see where looking at emigration or naturalization records, another set of records she 

identified, would be a natural avenue to identify the life of my grandfather’s family, in which several 

surviving spouses married multiple times and their children took on different surnames through 

successive generations. 

Her handout and presentation slides also gave many useful websites to find these alternative sources, 

such as the Fraternal and Service Organization list (http://exonumia.com/art/society.htm), or 

DeadFred.com for photographs, or GenSmarts to analyze your tree for missing sources 

(http://www.gensmarts.com/). 

And as most presenters, Brisson-Banks ended with the mandate to Review Past Research, Become an 

Expert on a Geographic Region, Reach out to Family Members, and Check Collateral Lines as a way to 

overcome those alleged Brick Walls. 

 

NEWS FROM THE GERMAN INTEREST GROUP (GIG) 

by Anne Lambert 

The SDGS German Interest Group (GIG) meets at the San Diego FamilySearch Library, 4195 Camino 

del Rio South, in Mission Valley on the third Wednesday of the month from 1:00-3:00. New members 

are welcome.  

Amy Chidester shared new features of FamilySearch at the 18 March meeting. Her deep insights into the 

newest genealogical tools and her special knowledge of Germanic immigrants always help to break 

down brick walls for our group members. 

Upcoming programs are “Finding Your Family with Message Boards and Mailing Lists" by Judy Ross 

on 15 April 2015 and “Facebook Genealogy” with Dawn Scully on 20 May 2015. 

 
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SDGS LIBRARY NEWS 

by R. J. “Chris” Christensen 

San Diego Central Library Genealogy Docents needed. 

Our docent program is doing quite well at the Central Library, however, we need volunteers for the 

weekend. 

Currently the only volunteers on the weekend are Ceasar Castro and Diane Godinez; see Ceasar’s article 

below. They are there on the first Saturday of the month, usually switching months. They are also the 

only docents with significant Hispanic Genealogy experience. 

The librarians have asked if we could supply more docents on weekends. There are library patrons who 

can only get to the library on weekends and could use guidance in family research. 

The library is open from Noon to 6 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. If you are a volunteer you would 

qualify for free underground parking while volunteering. As a sidenote, all visitors to the library get 2 

hours of free parking with validation. 

Contact Chris Christensen, rjchris47@yahoo.com, if you might be interested. 

And just in case you’re wondering, volunteer work at the library does not count as court mandated 

volunteerism. 

♦♦♦♦♦ 

A note from library docent Rosemary Leal: 

A young girl's grandfather had recently died. She came with her father to our library to find out more 

about him and his family. 

The senior woman's family tree was filling in nicely. Yet, there were still gaps. Might she find more 

answers by eliciting the help of a society volunteer? 

The older man with a tam chapeau had eyes that twinkled in merriment as he wondered if his tree were 

fictional or factual. Could actual records be found to substantiate it? Would there be access to more 

sources online? Might he touch a book from the library's shelves to show something of his great 

grandmother's life, public or private? Would a find in the rare books collection and archives spur his 

mind and creative spirit? 

These and many more have been aided in their family searches at our central library. 

If you have done your research work and, now feel that you need new ideas and new approaches, 

consider utilizing the expertise of our volunteers at the central library. No matter your level or theirs, 

when two people meet and converse and their minds set to task, most often something new evolves. It 

may simply be a casual remark, a shortcut shown, or a forgotten website remembered and voilà, you're 

on the path to more discovery. 

Enjoy the trip! 

mailto:rjchris47@yahoo.com


 

NEWS FROM HISPANIC SATURDAY 

by Ceasar Castro 

The next Hispanic Saturday meeting will be held on 4 April 2015 from 1:00-4:00 at the San Diego 

Central Library, 9th floor. Carlos Yturralde is scheduled to give a talk about his genealogy research and 

the Hispanic Heritage Project, which he oversees. 

 

SAN DIEGO ANCESTRY INTEREST GROUP 

by Martha Stead 

San Diego Ancestry Interest Group 

Our group had a great time at our February event! 

After decades of being closed, the California Tower at the Museum of Man in Balboa Park has opened 

to the public, http://tinyurl.com/nybrmu4. The forty-minute tour ($22.50 for adults, $20 for seniors, and 

$10 for members) is worth every penny! While climbing the 125 steps to the 8th floor public viewing 

deck, our group was able to peek though narrow windows to enjoy the scenery, and at several levels 

stopped to listen to a highly informative and interesting history of the tower by a knowledgeable docent. 

The real excitement came when we arrived on the 8th level: a 360-degree view, 375 feet above sea level, 

with 23 mile distances! The view was breath-taking! 

Following the tour, we visited the various exhibits at the museum including “Footsteps Through Time” 

which documents four million years of human experience (museum entrance is included in the tower 

admission). A tasty lunch at Panama 66 in the San Diego Museum of Art ended our incredible Balboa 

Park day, http://www.sdmart.org/panama_66. If you missed the SDGS tour, take the time to enjoy the 

same day at the park, you won’t be sorry. 

Join us for our next excursion on Saturday 25 April, when the SD Ancestry Group takes the 11 a.m. 

Golden State Limited train from Campo, California. The twelve mile round trip takes approximately one 

hour; we will also visit the Pacific Southwest Railway Museum. 

Regular tickets for the train are $15 and senior tickets (65+) are $12. Passengers are expected to arrive 

thirty minutes prior to train departure. You must purchase your tickets online at the Pacific Southwest 

Railway Museum, https://www.psrm.org/golden-state/. 

All members of SDGS are welcome to join the fun! Our day will end with lunch at Barrett Junction 

Café, a long-time San Diego County restaurant. If you plan on joining us, please purchase your ticket 

on-line and RSVP to Martha Stead mstead2@cox.net. 

 

NEWS FROM THE FAMILY HISTORY WORLD 

by Bill Zeigler, Editor 
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Some really interesting DNA results have come out of the United Kingdom in the last few days. It 

shows a very small number of genetic signatures that correlate roughly to geographic areas of England, 

Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland. Check out the 18 March 2015 article in Nature,  

http://tinyurl.com/lo5m3wb. An additional article can be seen on the BBC, http://tinyurl.com/oap9ghh, 

and an expanded text in The Daily Mail, http://tinyurl.com/p2xgt95, that connects the genetic signatures 

in the United Kingdom to continental Europe. You may want to also check out a 1997 article from the 

Los Angeles Times about Cheddar Man, http://tinyurl.com/lyqwoy, which looks at the early use of DNA 

to connect the early Stone Age man to locals. Looks like he may be a German! 

♦♦♦♦♦ 

This may be old news for some, but I still think it’s a great story about how DNA has helped to create 

and then solve a family mystery. The adage of “Buyer Beware” or Caveat Emptor become real in the 

genealogical world when a family innocently tests the family DNA and finds a whole new family! The 

links from Judy Russell’s blog, The Legal Genealogist, will take you to stories told from folks within the 

tale, http://tinyurl.com/mht4m5j. Not to give away too much of the story, but it involves a hospital 

switch from over 100 years ago! 

♦♦♦♦♦ 

I listen to quite a few podcasts in my nearly two-hour drive every weekday, and a number of these are 

genealogy related. If you haven’t listened to any of these podcasts, they can be quite entertaining and 

informative. Geneatopia (http://geneatopia.com/) comes out fortnightly and provides updates on news 

from the genealogy world. If you don’t want to listen to the podcast, Patty Roy provides a transcript of 

the audio that you can read. Another is the weekly Extreme Genes Family History Radio 

(http://extremegenes.com/), a syndicated radio program that usually has news, a guest speaker, a unique 

family history story, and guidance from a preservation specialist. I listen to both of them on my iPhone 

in the car on the way home from work, or when I’m out running errands, and it’s a great way to hear 

research tips, inspiring stories, or what’s happening in the growing family history industry. You can also 

listen to them on your computer. Extreme Genes even has a dedicated app for your smart phone. Give 

‘em a try! 
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Library Dedication & Trolley Ride Special Event 

San Diego Genealogical Society Library and Trolley Ride 

April 25 (Saturday) 

Fares: Trolley Day Pass $5, Seniors (60+) $1.25 each way 

We are having a special dedication for SDGS with a plaque to be 

installed in the Special Collection Room.  Refreshments will be 

served at 11:00am and the Dedication Ceremony will be at 12 

Noon.  

You can ride the trolley to the 12 & Imperial with only a short 

2 block walk to the library.   

Catch the Green Line trolley starting in Santee at 9:49am, 

arriving 12 & Imperial at 10:56.  Or from Qualcomm Stadium at 

10:08, arriving 12 & Imperial at 10:41. 

Other Lines: From the South Bay, a BLUE Line trolley leaves San 

Ysidro at 10:13am, arriving 12th & Imperial at 10:46a. 

From La Mesa, an ORANGE Line trolley leaves El Cajon at 10:18am, 

arriving 12th & Imperial at 10:53am. 

Return home at your convenience. There is free parking at 

various stations, and 2 hour free parking in the Library parking 

garage. 

Trolley information http://www.sdmts.com/Trolley/Trolley.asp 



San Diego Genealogical Society 

Salt Lake Research Trip 

Discover Your Roots at the 

Family History Library 
November 15 to 22, 2015 

 
Your genealogy research adventure includes 7 nights lodging in Salt Lake City at the Salt Lake 

Plaza Hotel (next door to the Family History Library) and a Monday night lecture featuring a 

one-hour seminar with a professional genealogist. If you are interested in a private one hour 

consultation, please let me know and I will find a consultant for you. On Saturday night we will 

have a sit down dinner at the Plaza Hotel, which is all inclusive in the price. 

 

Research Lodging Library Resources 
$765.00   Single 220+ computers 
$450.00   Double 515 microfilm readers 
$360.00   Triple 15 book copiers 
$299.00   Quad 3754 visitors daily 

Non-members add $10.00 Research classes 
 
A $50.00 non-refundable deposit holds your reservation. The balance may be paid in 
installments, if desired. The total balance is due by October 17, 2015. No refunds after the 
November 7th, 2015. 

 
To register, send this form, together with a check payable to San Diego Genealogical Society 

to: Gloria Osborn, SDGS Special Events, 1997 Alameda Terr. San Diego, CA 92103  

µÑÊÆØÊdÎÓÉÎÈÆÙÊdÎËdÞÔÚdÓÊÊÉdÆd×ÔÔÒÒÆÙÊdÔ×d×ÔÔÒÒÆÙỄØdÓÆÒÊpdÆÓÉdÎËdÞÔÚdÆ×ÊdØÙÆÞÎÓÌdÊÝÙ×Æd

days.  For additional information, contact Gloria O. at 619 - 298- 2447, globob31@gmail.com  

 

+++ ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

 
Mail registration form & check (payable to SDGS) to Gloria Osborn, 1997 Alameda Terr. S. D. CA 92103 

 

NAME:   TOTAL   

 

Street Address:  City  Zip  

 

Phone:  E- Mail   
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